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CAMPFIRE AND FIREWORKS RESTRICTIONS 
 
CAMPFIRES: 
When camping and/or barbecuing this summer, the public should be aware of the high fire danger in our 
area and always exercise caution. Currently, fires are only allowed in designated, developed campsites and 
recreation areas in the Inyo National Forest, and in conjunction with those restrictions, residential, 
recreational fires are prohibited in the Town of Mammoth Lakes. Additionally, both campfires and grills 
should never be left smoldering unattended, and water and/or a fire extinguisher should always be easily 
accessible. 
 
FIREWORKS: 
Every year people are seriously injured, property is damaged, and the risk of fire increases due to the illegal 
use of fireworks. Furthermore, the extremely dry conditions that the Eastern Sierra has been experiencing 
this summer have created an even greater potential for fires caused by fireworks, especially in the wildland-
urban interface (WUI) between the Inyo National Forest and the Town of Mammoth Lakes. Public safety 
agencies have historically spent an extraordinary amount of time and resources responding to incidents 
involving fireworks, and this adversely affects response times to other serious emergencies.  As the Fourth of 
July holiday approaches, the Mammoth Lakes Fire Protection District would like to remind everyone that 
pursuant to Mono County Code, Section 10.18, the use or discharge of fireworks, including safe and sane 
fireworks, is prohibited, except for approved public displays in designated areas within the county. Hence, 
the Mammoth Lakes Fire Protection District will issue citations to violators and confiscate fireworks within 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes. 
 
Under California Health and Safety Code, Section 12700, Possession of Dangerous Fireworks – Penalties; any 
person who violates any provision of the Code or any associated regulations is guilty of a misdemeanor. A 
misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not less than $500, but not to exceed $1,000, or by imprisonment in 
the county jail for up to one year, or both. 
 
The Mammoth Lake Fire Protection District hopes that both residents and visitors will be respectful of the 
rules regarding campfires and fireworks, and will recreate safely during the holiday, as well as for the 
remainder of the summer. 
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